ever might chance. Edward IV had sent his brother-in-law Rivers to be on the spot; Yolande of Savoy at Gex had constant prayers and processions, while the Duke of Milan kept relays of couriers from his palace to the Burgundian camp ; and Louis XI, the most interested of all, awaited the event at Lyons/'x
Morat is well placed on the eastern bank of the lake of that name, so that help could arrive from the other cantons, and the men of Zurich in particular showed heroic courage and endurance.    The town was besieged on June 8, and an attempt to take it by assault was repelled with great loss.    The final battle took place on June 22 in drenching rain, when the  Swiss attacked with  steady  impetuous courage, and against their serried ranks of spears, the squadrons  of Burgundy hurled themselves in vain.   The struggle was long and terrible, and the fighting lasted from noon until the close of the long summer day ;  and two-thirds of the 'splendid army of Duke Charles fell in battle, or were drowned in the waters of the lake.   He fought with desperate courage, and escaped with his life to the castle of La Riviere, near Pontarlier, where he remained for two months   in   gloomy   despair.     But   his   soul   was unconquered, for on hearing that Nancy was attacked by Rene of Lorraine, he hastened to the rescue, only to learn that the beleaguered city had already fallen. It was not until the " Vigil of the Bangs/' Sunday, January 5, 1477, that the last act in this tragic
1 " Life of Louis XL"   Christopher Hare.t of the Empire for 200 years—set forth to follow their lord
